[bookmark: _GoBack]Why I don’t pray - 10.  I feel unworthy. I've made too many mistakes in life, too many failures, too much rebellion. Why should God pay attention to me? All I feel when I pray is shame.
Guess what? You are unworthy. We all are. But God has been using unworthy people since the beginning of time. Check out some of the Old Testament saints. And the apostles. They weren't all exactly the "cream of the crop". You're in good company. There were no perfect people in the Bible, some less perfect than others, but all fallable nonetheless.
You have to realize that when you pray, you are not praying in your own name or by your own merit. You are praying through Jesus. When you pray in his name, it is His worthiness that gets you through. It's like He's the one asking. 
That's what salvation is all about. We have an intermediary between us and God. Having access to His name is like having blank check. Remember what Jesus said: 
John 14:13-14 Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.
John 15:16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.
 
Face it, you will never be perfect. But if God only accepted perfect people, Jesus would be the only person in heaven. God isn't looking for perfect people. He is looking for surrendered people - people who will do His will. 
Here is the really good news. 
Ephesians 2:18 for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.
You see, Jesus gives us access to God, the Father.
Hebrews 4:16 Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
"Therefore" refers to the previous verses, which explain how Jesus paved the way for us to 'boldly' approach God's throne. 
Further, we find this is possible because Jesus has made us righteous before God.
1 Corinthians 1:30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,
God has made us righteous and sanctified through Christ. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Ephesians 1:7  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace
If you are "in Christ", saved, born again, then you have every legal right to approach God in prayer. 
Sure, you still have faults. But, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9)
God never rejects a repentant sinner.
And furthermore, our relationship with God is not based on how we feel (unworthy). It is based on our faith in what Jesus did for us.
Never be led by feelings.  Feelings are notoriously unpredictable and unreliable. 

